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1st Reading 2 Kings 4:8–11,14–16A

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 89:2–3,16–17,18–19

2nd Reading Romans 6:3–4,8–11

Gospel Matthew 10:37–42

There are, I think, two ways of looking at today’s gospel.
On the one hand, it can seem patently unfair. Why should the one who

merely plays host to the prophet receive the same reward as the prophet? Isn’t
being a prophet the harder thing to do? Or the righteous man? Shouldn’t his
reward be greater than that of his host? And why on earth would someone who
does so small a favor as to give a glass of water deserve the same reward as
the disciple to whom that glass of water is given? All this is to say, shouldn’t
the reward fit the deed being rewarded? Doesn’t the one who does more, does
harder things, deserve to be rewarded appropriately?

Such a reaction is reminiscent of the laborers who were hired at the beginning
of the day. They too wanted to receive a proportionate reward for their work
and were upset when the landowner paid the ones hired later in the day the
same as them. They did more work, they deserved more pay.

As the landowner pointed out, however, the laborers had received a fair re-
ward. They had been paid a full day’s wage for a full day’s work. Likewise,
Jesus here is not downgrading the prophet’s, the righteous man’s, or the dis-
ciple’s reward. Though he doesn’t say so explicitly, by identifying the rewards
with the prophet, the righteous man, and the disciple, he is implying that they
are proper rewards for those people. Like the landowner who hired the laborers,
what Jesus is promising is generosity. God rewards the host and the one who
gives water in an abundant manner, giving them more than they deserve.

And this leads to the second way of looking at the gospel: as a promise.
Jesus is promising that God will be generous with his rewards.

First he outlines what we might call the ideal to which we should be striving.
We must love him more than father and mother. We must love him more than
son or daughter. Luke records this saying in even stronger language: we must
hate mother and father, wife and children, brother and sister. Relative to our
love for Christ, nothing else must matter. Even our own lives must be thought
of as disposable, of no account. Love of Jesus is to come before everything.
Then, and only then, will we be worthy of Christ and his rewards.

That’s a really high bar to clear. I mean, like, high as the heavens high. I
would go so far as to say that it is one which we cannot clear on our own merits.
Human effort simply isn’t strong enough to love Jesus to that extent. Hence the
promise. The prophet, the righteous man, the disciple, these are the ones whom
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we can see as coming closest to the ideal. Infused with the Spirit of God they
come the closest to loving Jesus to the extent required to be worthy of him. By
God’s grace poured out into their lives they may just be capable of a love of
Christ so all encompassing that by comparison they appear to hate father and
mother, wife and children, brother and sister, and even their own very lives.

We, on the other hand, are just ordinary people living ordinary lives. We
are not prophets, or righteous; we are not disciples in the mold of the Twelve
or even the Saints. As much as we might strive for that goal, any thorough
examination of our lives, of our motives, will reveal how much we fall short.
But we too are promised a reward. Indeed, Jesus promises us the same reward
as those who reach the heights of love of Christ. I may not be a prophet, but
I can welcome one when I find him. You may not be righteous, but you can
make the righteous one comfortable when he appears at your door. We might
be lazy, ineffective, haphazard disciples who do almost as much harm as good
sometimes, but we can offer the true disciple just a small glass of water simply
because he is a disciple. Do this bare minimum, Jesus tells us, and he will do
the rest.

Do what you can, not what you can’t, and ask for nothing in return. This
is the program of life which the Shunemmite woman illustrates for us in the
first reading. She is not a prophet, but she makes Elisha the prophet welcome
in her home. And when offered the chance to ask for something in return, she
asks for nothing. It is a true shame that the lectionary cuts out the 2 verses
where that happens. Elisha offers her worldly rewards, the favor of the king, and
she refuses. She has done what she can simply because Elisha is a prophet of
God. That’s enough. She asks for nothing more. God, however, is generous and
rewards her with abundant generosity. She, a childless woman with an aging
husband, a woman with a limited future and next to no security, will bear a
son. She will be granted the one thing that will ensure her a future worth living
for. God truly is generous.

And so Jesus promises the same for us. Sure he gives us a goal to strive
for, and we should never stop striving for that goal. But at the same time he
promises us that if we fall short, if we occasionally love father and mother, son
and daughter more than him, if we occasionally put down our cross and try to
save our own life, that will not be the end of the story. Do what you can, and
Jesus will reward you for that more abundantly than you could ever imagine.
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